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A precious legacy of the past, the Desert Arabian is in danger of extinction by the end of the
21st century. At The Institute for the Desert Arabian Horse, we strive to protect and conserve
the cultural legacy and genetic integrity of the Bedouin
and scientific research, education, standard performance evaluations, international collaboration
and conservation projects. All interested and dedicated individuals and preservation efforts,
both formal and informal, are welcome into our tent.
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Symposium

6™ Annual Symposium February 20

Genetic Disorders:
From Knowledge to Action

Where: Scottsdale, AZ
Brettds Barn
World Show Grounds)

(east

When: 8:00 a.m. coffee & pastries
8:30 17 11:00 a.m. Program

presented by
The Institute for the Desert
Arabian Horse

co-sponsored by
Arabian Horse Foundation

Arabian Horse Association of
Arizona

The Pyramid Foundation




Recent discoveries of the genetic basis for
Cerebellar Abiotrophy and Lavender Foal Syn-
drome have breeders asking these critical
guestions:

§ First SCID, now Cerebellar Abiotrophy and
Lavender Foal Syndrome -- where are all
these diseases coming from?

How are they inherited?

Can | breed to avoid problems?

What tests are available? Are they reliable?

What should | do if | have a "carrier" in my

herd, or have an "affected" foal?

§ What are my responsibilities under the
changes to the AHA Code of Ethics and
Sportsmanship?

§ What are my legal liabilities if | want to stand
a carrier stallion or sell a horse that may be
a carrier? What if | don't know the carrier
status of my horses?

§ Should I just quit breeding? Is this the end
of the Arabian breed?

w W W W

Genetic disorders are found in all breeds of
horses. Rapid advances in genetic science, es-
pecially the sequencing of the equine genome,
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have allowed researchers to identify the genetic
basis for Cerebellar Abiotrophy (CA) and Lav-
ender Foal Syndrome (LFS). Tests for these
disorders, together with that for SCID (Severe
Combined Immunodeficiency Disorder), give
Arabian breeders tools for managing their
breeding decisions so as to avoid producing
affected foals. The ability to test has also raised
the responsibility of breeders to disclose infor-
mation about the presence of such disorders in
their horses.

Testing for CA that shows this disorder is found
throughout the breed, and recent legal actions
involving sales of horses that carry the genes
for genetic disorders have heightened the pro-
file of this issue. In November 2009, the Ara-
bian Horse Association amended its Code of
Ethics and Sportsmanship to add CA and LFS
as disorders that must be disclosed
(Resolutions 3-09 and 4-09). All these elements
compel breeders to become knowledgeable
about the genetic basis of the disorders and
about their options, responsibilities, and liabili-
ties.
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The Institute for the Desert Arabian Horse
(www.desertarabian.org) supports research and
education on genetics and breeding issues, and
has chosen this topic for its 2010 Symposium.
The Arabian Horse Foundation, a co-sponsor of
the Symposium, has provided financial support
on CA research for the past several years. Held
concurrently with the Scottsdale Arabian Show,
the Symposium features three experts who will
focus on different aspects of dealing with ge-
netic disorders.

Dr. Cecilia Penedo , Veterinary Genetics Labo-
ratory, University of California at Davis, directed
the research that identified the genetic markers
for CA and developed the marker-based test.
She will discuss the genetic basis and heritabil-
ity of disorders that affect the Arabian horse,
focusing on those for which testing is available
(SCID, CA, and LFS) and describing the work
continuing on those with suspected genetic ba-
sis (Juvenile Epilepsy Syndrome, Gutteral
Pouch Tympany, Occipito-Atlanto-Axial Malfor-
mation). She will also place the issue of genetic
disorders in the broader context of breeding de-
cisions.

Beth Minnich chairs the Genetic Diseases
Task Force for the Arabian Horse Association.
She will speak on the development and imple-
mentation of Resolutions 3-09 and 4-09 that
passed at the November 2009 National Con-
vention of AHA and the work of the newly
formed Sub-Committee on Genetic Disorders
(AHA Equine Stress, Research, and Education
Committee).
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Paul Husband , Attorney at Law, is an expert in
equine law, with experience in all aspects of the
horse business, including taxes, horse pur-
chase and sales issues, and representation of
horse businesses before horse industry admin-
istrative bodies. He will address the legal is-
sues raised by the growing knowledge about
genetic disorders and availability of testing to
confirm carrier/affected animals.

At the conclusion of the Symposium attendees
will be able to:

1. Describe the genetic basis for disorders that
affect Arabian horses, including the method of
inheritance, effect on stock, availability/
reliability of testing, and factors to consider in
breeding horses that carry the genes for such
disorders.

2. Conduct breeding and sales activity in con-
formance with AHA Code of Ethics.

3. Discuss the ethical and legal issues that re-
sult from definitive knowledge of genetic disor-
ders that may be found in one's herd and how
that will affect breeding and commercial activi-
ties.

JOIN US FOR THIS CRITICALLY IMPORTANT
SYMPOSIUM.

www.desertarabian.org/pdfs/
genetic_diseases_review.pdf

Read this informative paper about genetic dis-
orders that was presented to the delegates at
the AHA 2009 Convention.
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The Institute for the Desert Arabian Horse  has an- receive a cash prize donated by Hansi Heck-Melnyk,
nounced the top ten winners in its Drinkers of the Wind long-time owner of Serenity Farms and a strong advo-
Performance Award Progr am faerfor@&@ddn&ratingihe parfearmeasce abilitesrof the
throughout the US and Canada are attracted to this pro- Desert Arabian horse.

gram because it recognizes achievement in a wide vari-

ety of performance disciplines, demonstrating the versa- Reserve winner is the mare OT Dytu RSI (Drkumo RSI x

tility of the Desert Ar abi DnatuHRSl), who completea 29dAmekioan EnduraBce a nd e r

Chairman of the Institute for the Desert Arabian Horse. Ride Conference (AERC) rides for a total of 1485 miles.

fiThese horses represent thé@Thést ouh amad tyedayidbnpiie ddessShé nt mel | t

Bedouin Arabian horse: nobility, character, strength, and placed first at the Eastern Mojave Scenic Pioneer. During
willingness to perform. It is particularly noteworthy that the 4-day Grand Canyon Pioneer XP she was first on two
most are trained and r i dde mayband wahBest Conditianroe ansthedday of the same
ride. OT Dytu RSI was bred, trained, and ridden by
High point award winner for 2009 is Khehanad Ad- Crockett Dumas, of Escalante, Utah, who competes in
hem++//, 1999 stallion (Khe Adhm x Sahanade). In addi- the heavyweight division. Tu won the top Drinkers of the
tion to multiple Region 11 and 14 championships, he was Wind award in 2008. She is also the only mare to
three-time National Reserve Champion in Second-Level achieve top 10 in 2009.

Other top 10 horses excelled in endurance, dressage,
sport horse under saddle and competitive trail. They are
listed in alphabetical order with their most significant
achievements:

Crucian - Shelley Dake - endurance, including 3-day
Shore to Shore - 1995 Davenport gelding

Fabah Serr - Teri Johnson-Kelley - trail and competitive
trail; Region 7 - reserve champion Trail - 2001 Straight
Babson Egyptian gelding

Galaxy Aanuket WZ - ridden by Rebecca Hayden for
owner Marie Sobiski - endurance (25 and 30s); won the
Pyramid Challenge at the 2009 Egyptian Event i 2001
Straight Egyptian stallion

AHA Region 11 Sport Horse Championships. Khehanad Afl-  Gwajhir TOS - Becky Sue Burkheart - endurance - Heart
hem++//, ridden by Lance Bowman. Copyright Avalon Pho-|  of the Hills 50 - 1st lightweight - 2000 Blue Star stallion

tography. Use by permission from Lance Bowman.

Mah Sabbah Bedu - Susan Mayo and Keith Kosel -
Dressage AAOTR, First-Level AAOTR, and First Level  dressage and sport horse under saddle - 2001 Babson
ATR. He garnered additional National Top Tens in both Egyptian stallion

First- and Second-Level Championships and in Second-

Level ATR. He gained his Legion of Merit and Legion of  Susar El Khamor - Susan Mayo - dressage and show
Excellence awards from AHA during the year as well as  hack - 1996 Egyptian stallion

multiple USDF awards. Khehanad Adhem++// is owned

and ridden by Lance Bowman of Paducah, Kentucky. Susar J'El Rabdan - Keith Kosel - dressage and sport

The perpetual trophy awarded to the top horse comes horse under saddle - 1993 combined source gelding
from the estate of Walter Schimanski. Lance will also
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Thee Macade - ridden by Susan Thompson for owners
Matthew & Wendy Thompson - endurance (Region 12 50
mile champion) 2000 Straight Egyptian stallion

The Drinkers of the Wind competition is open to horses
presumed to descend entirely from Bedouin-bred horses.
All horses marked in the AHA DataSource as being Pyra-
mid Society Straight Egyptian and/or Al Khamsa horses
in North America are eligible to compete.

The Institute also recognized top ten among horses that
competed in local, community, 4-H, and other shows in
less traditional events.

Top point horse in this category for 2009 is TreffHave-
nAlizeer , a 1997 Straight Egyptian gelding that com-
petes in trail, walk-trot maiden, equitation, pairs, and
Western equitation. Owner Chris Bode lives in Plano
Texas and has done all of
years. The pair was the Tiki Trail Champion for 2009 at
the Susar Farm Open Horse Show series and won that
honor competing against over 100 horses!

Anduril TOS 1 Tamara Woodcock, owner and ridden by
Sheyenne Boone - jumper - 1999 Blue Star mare

. | Elbereth TOS -- Becky
& Sue Burkheart - Mounted
Shooting - 2000 Blue Star
mare

Fad Maahrus - Lisa Shaw
- trail, English pleasure,
equitation, jumping, bare-
back equitation - 1990

s combined source gelding

Ibn Sashali - Jaqueline
Sterle - combined training-
level & first year of compe-
tition - 2004 Straight Egyp-
tian gelding

Malika ofthe Nile (2009

Anduril TOS Photo courtesy of
Tamara Woodcock

winner) - Julia Maruyama -
shown by youth including

Pony classes and has
wins at multiple shows in Western Pleasure, Trail &
Western Equitation

Masada Susar - Elizabeth Powell - English pleasure,
jumping, bareback - 2002 Straight Egyptian mare
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Mireyenion TOS - Becky Sue Burkheart - Mounted
shooting - 2005 Blue Star mare

Susar Sabada - Elizabeth Powell - pattern, English walk/
trot maiden - 2005 combined source stallion

Treff -Haven IbnNaheed - Jan Cooper - maiden year
showing walk/trot in Western & English - 2002 Straight
Egyptian gelding

For further information about the Drinkers of the Wind
award program, contact Susan Mayo, competition secre-
tary and member of the Institute Board of Directors
(susarincl@verizon.net). She is currently accepting en-
roliments for the 2010 award program. Participation is
free.

Susar Farm Open Shows

Susar Farm started having Open Horse Shows in
North Texas in 1977. These shows offer classes
in english and western and have classes geared
towards beginners (lots of walk trot) and ad-
vanced riders (pattern rides and hard trail classes
and jumping).

The shows have everything from Arabians to
Saddlebreds, to Paso Finos, Donkeys, Mules,
Thoroughbreds, Quarter Horses, Paints and so
on. The typical show will feature many different
breeds being shown by many different riders and
classes are sometimes as large as 50 entries
(necessitating splitting it four ways).

We have exhibitors who started showing at Susar
Farm in the seventies who are now equine pro-
fessionals in Paint, TWH, Morgan, Dressage,
Jumping, Quarter Horse World, and Endur-

ance. Children who started showing with us are
now bringing their grandchildren to the shows.

Susar shows are fun, fair, friendly and no one is
made to feel like they do not belong. The future
of horses depends on attracting beginners, and

that this goal has been achieved is illustrated by
the many years these shows have been serving
the North Texas equine community.
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At right: Elbereth TOS with Becky Sue Burkhart up.
Photo Credit: Birdie Cooper

Below left: Chris Bode and Treff Haven Alizeer. They
were the champions in the Open Show Division of
Drinkers and are also the winner of the Asil Challenge
trophy for the high point Asil horse in Susar Farms
Open Show Series.

Below right: Gwaihir TOS with Becky Sue Burkhart
aboard at the Last Hoorah, endurance ride. Photo
credit: John Adame

Tax Deductible Donations

Make your tax deductible donation
to the Institute today!

If you have not already done so, please remember The Institute for the Desert Arabian Horse
is an IRS approved 501(c)(3) charity organization and all donations and contributions are fully
deductible to the extent provided for under the law. Suggested donation levels can be seen on
our web site at www.desertarabian.org although we would be most grateful for whatever dona-
tion you might be able to afford. You can use the easy PayPal feature on our Web site or malil
your check directly to our Business Office:

The Institute for the Desert Arabian Horse
2410 Sam Browning Road
Lebanon, KY 40033

Great works require great support, so we are in great need of your most generous support in
order to carry out our important work.
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